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mitted in evidence a letter confined to the political issues of a pending 
presidential campaign, the effect of which will tend to prejudice defendant 
with such members of the jury as do not share the views expressed. 

An elaborate note to this case reviews all the authorities on competency 
of handwritings as standards for comparison. 



Confidential Relations — Property Rights — Unpatented Discovery — 
Injunction. — Persons who, through confidential relations with the dis- 
coverer of a medical preparation, gain possession of his secret, are held, in 
Stewart v. Hook (Ga.), 63 L. R. A. 255, to be properly restrained by a 
court of equity from divulging it, so as to make use of it to his detriment, 
although the preparation was not patented, since the owner has a property 
right in his discovery. 



Conflict of Laws — Judgment — Statute of Limitations. — A judgment 
of the courts of a state where a note is sent for collection, holding it 
barred by the statute of limitations, is held, in Brand v. Brand (Ky. ), 63 
L. R. A. 206, not to bar a suit upon the note in another state, where the 
action is not barred, if, by the laws of the state where the judgment was 
rendered, the cause of action was not extinguished by the judgment, which 
operates exclusively upon the remedy. 



Conspiracy — Injury to Business. — A combination of individuals for 
the purpose of inflicting a malicious injury upon another by ruining his 
business is held, in State ex rel. Durner v. Huegin (Wis.), 62 L. R. A. 
700, to be actionable, both at common law and under the statute. 

With these cases is an extensive note on the effect of bad motive to make 
actionable what would otherwise not be. 



Evidence — Proof of Foreign Law. — The admission in evidence of an 
agreed translation of the statutes of a foreign country does not preclude 
the use, upon any matter open to reasonable doubt, of the deposition of a 
lawyer of that country, respecting the accepted or proper construction of 
such statutes. Slater v. Mexican National Railroad Co., — U. S. — , 24 
Sup. Ct. 581. 



Gaming — Keeping Gambling Table — Section 3815 of Code — Unequal 
Chances. — Would the mere fact of keeping a gaming table subject the 
owner to punishment and consign the table to flames, under section 3815 
of the Code, if it were shown that the table had never been used for 
gambling purposes? Section 3815 reads as follows: 

"If any person keep or exhibit a gaming table, commonly called A B C, 
or E O table, faro bank, wheel of fortune, keno table, or table of the like 
kind under any denomination, whether the game or table be played with 
cards, dice, or otherwise, or be a partner, or concerned in interest in the 
keeping or exhibiting such table or bank, he shall be confined in jail not 
less than two nor more than twelve months, and fined not less than one 
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hundred nor more than one thousand dollars. Any such table, faro bank, 
or wheel of fortune, and all the money, stakes, or exhibits to allure persons 
to bet at such table, bank or wheel, may be seized by order of a court or 
under warrant of a justice; and the money so seized shall be forfeited, one 
half to the person making the seizure, and the other half to the Common- 
wealth ; and the table and faro bank shall be burnt." 

This question has never been decided in Virginia. The nearest ap- 
proach we have to it is the case of heath v. Commonwealth, 32 Gratt. 873. 
There, the indictment was for a violation of section 1, eh. 194, of the Code 
of 1873, which was substantially the same as section 3815. It was charged 
that the accused "unlawfully did keep and exhibit gaming tables," etc. To 
this it was objected that the indictment did not charge that the games or 
tables were kept and exhibited for gain; but the court held that the objec- 
tion was sufficiently answered by the fact that the indictment followed the 
language of the statute. 

The distinctive feature of the games called ABC and E 0, and faro 
bank, etc., is that the chances of the game are unequal, all other things 
being equal, and those unequal chances are in favor of the exhibitor of the 
game. If other games resemble these standard games in that distinctive 
feature, they come within the terms of the statute. Wyatt's Case, 6 Band. 
694; Huff's Case, 14 Gratt. 648. 

Where the offence charged is for keeping and exhibiting a game not 
enumerated, there must be some averment showing it to be one of the 
unequal games belonging to the same class with the enumerated games; 
for the distinctive character of the game — the unequal chance — is of the 
essence of the offence described. Huff's Case, 14 Gratt. 648. 

G. C. G. 



Insurance — Bodily Injury — "External, Violent and Accidental 
Means" — "Obvious Risk of Injury." — A dilation of the heart, accom- 
panied by deathly paleness, coldness of the extremities, and a cold per- 
spiration, which results in death in a few weeks, and is caused by a 
heavy lift, is held, in Horsfall v. Pacific Hut. L. Ins. Co (Wash.), 63 L. 
R. A. 425, to be within the terms of a policy insuring against the effect of 
bodily injury "caused solely by external, violent, and accidental means." 

An attempt to board a train of cars running at 8 or 10 miles an hour, 
by a young, strong, and active man, with experience as a "traveling 
man" in boarding and alighting from moving ears, is held, in Small v. 
Travelers' Protective Asso. (Ga.), 63 L. R. A. 510, to be an exposure to 
"obvious risk of injury," within the meaning of an accident insurance 
policy. 



Insurance — Transfer of Property Insured. — Recovery under a fire 
insurance policy is held, in German Mut. F. Ins. Co. v. Fox (Neb.), 63 L. 
R. A. 334, not to be prevented by a conveyance of the property in viola- 
tion of its conditions, if, prior to the loss, the property is reconveyed to 
the insurer. 



